
SYRCL's River Education Programs aim to effectively teach NGSS standards and
increase student understanding of science topics taught throughout the Virtual

Yuba Salmon Adventures. We would love to learn more about the effectiveness of
the programming, which is why we included pre- and post- assessment for your
students to complete before and after they watch each episode and engage with

the aligned activities.

Students can access the Google forms quiz using the link or by scanning the QR
codes below. Information collected will be used to refine the curriculum to better

meet student needs and increase information retention. 

After students have completed the assessment, they will see their results. Teachers
are welcome to collect this data to use for their own student assessment. Students

can screenshot their results to submit to their teachers or teachers can request
SYRCL to send them their class assessment data.  

A PDF version of the assessment is provided if teachers and/or students do not
wish to participate in the Google form quiz.   

Pre- and Post- Assessment

https://forms.gle/r79GsLTqgLdZTyqC7

Pre-Assessment

https://forms.gle/HghmLe6BZv5oAUD66

Post-Assessment
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GRADE & SECTION:

NAME: TEACHER:

DATE:

Chinook salmon on the Lower Yuba River are classified as a: 
 Keystone species
 Threatened species
 A major food source for plants and wildlife within the Lower Yuba ecosystem
 All of the above

1.
a.
b.
c.
d.

 A species on which other species in an ecosystem largely depend, such that if it were removed the
ecosystem would change drastically 
 A species that has a key adaptation to their environment
 A species that can only live in one habitat
 None of the above

2. What is a keystone species?
a.

b.
c.
d.

 Historic mining practices, like hydraulic mining, dredging, and training walls
 Historic mining structures, like Englebright Dam
 All of the above
 None of the above

4. How has the Lower Yuba ecosystem been impacted?
a.
b.
c.
d.

Student Assessment

Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability.

3. Please list 3 plants or animals that depend on Chinook salmon

1.

2.

3.

5. Define the term, conservationist

This educational material is created by The South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL). Visit yubariver.org for more info! 
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6. What group of conservationists lived here before the Gold Rush negatively impacted them and the Lower
Yuba ecosystem and still live here today?

7. Why do you think it is important to work with diverse communities in our efforts to conserve our natural
and cultural resources? 

 Salmon spend their entire life cycle in the Yuba River
 Salmon are born in the Yuba River, travel to the Pacific Ocean as adolescents, spend their adulthood
in the ocean, then travel back to the Yuba River to spawn and die
 Salmon are born in the Yuba River, then travel to the Pacific Ocean as adolescents and stay in the
Pacific for the rest of their adult lives
 Salmon are born in the Pacific Ocean, then travel to the Yuba River as adolescents, spend their
adulthood in the Yuba, then travel back to the Pacific to spawn and die

8. Which statement about salmon is true?
a.
b.

c.

d.

Student Assessment

9. List 3 challenges salmon face throughout their life cycle

1.

2.

3.

This educational material is created by The South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL). Visit yubariver.org for more info! 

 Egg, fry, parr, alevin, smolt, adult, spawning adult
 Egg, parr, alevin, smolt, fry, adult, spawning adult
 Egg, alevin, fry, parr, smolt, adult, spawning adult

10. Which of the following lists the correct order of the life cycle of the Chinook salmon?
a.
b.
c.

 Worms
 Seeds
 Other fish
 Benthic Macroinvertebrates (insect larvae)
 All of the above

11. What do juvenile (or baby) salmon eat in the Yuba River?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
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 An animal or plant species that shows what kind of ecosystem you are in
 An animal or plant species that shows whether a habitat has healthy or unhealthy conditions
 An animal or plant species that shows where erosion occurred
 All of the above
 None of the above

12. What is an indicator species?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

This educational material is created by The South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL). Visit yubariver.org for more info! 

 Use water wisely
 Take civic action
 Get involved with local conservation organizations
 Participate in a river restoration project
 Become a river steward

16. What are actions we can take to protect Chinook salmon habitat and conserve and restore the Lower
Yuba River? (circle all that apply)

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

 Ecological restoration
 Conservation
 Stewardship

13. Which of the terms below matches the following definitions: "the practice of renewing damaged or
destroyed ecosystems and habitats in the environment by active human intervention and action?"

a.
b.
c.

Student Assessment

14. Describe one technique used to restore the Lower Yuba

15. What does stewardship mean?

17. What is one action you can take to protect Chinook salmon, other plants, wildlife, or resources in the
Lower Yuba ecosystem?
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