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SYRCL Executive Director Takes River Protection International 

 

Executive Director Jason Rainey has announced that he will resign his leadership position 

at the South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL) to take the job of Executive Director of 

International Rivers, a global river conservation organization based in Berkeley, California. 

 

“Jason joined SYRCL in 2005 at a crucial time in the organization’s history,” said SYRCL 

Board Chair Elizabeth Soderstrom.  “Jason has led SYRCL through historic conservation 

efforts, a federal lawsuit to protect one of the last remaining runs of wild Chinook salmon in 

the Central Valley, and a recession that has shuttered many non-profits.  Thanks to Jason, 

SYRCL is healthy, vibrant and ready to meet the challenges of the future.” 

 

Soderstrom counted among Rainey’s successes an historic conservation agreement that is 

improving riparian habitat and water quality in the lower Yuba River to benefit the river’s 

wild salmon population; expanding the collection and use of scientific data to improve the 

ecological health of the Yuba Watershed; and the growth of SYRCL’s annual Wild & Scenic 

Film Festival to include an international “Best of the Fest” tour that reaches more than 100 

communities. 

 

“It’s been an honor and privilege to have worked with the extraordinary staff of SYRCL over 

the last six years,” said Rainey.  “They are extremely dedicated, skilled and focused on the 

critical work of restoring the Yuba’s endangered salmon, improving water quality and 

engaging the community as stewards of the Yuba.  My gratitude goes out to the thousands 

of members, hundreds of volunteers, individual and business supporters and SYRCL’s 

funders for their dedication, support and energy.  They are inspiring beyond words,” said 

Rainey.  

 

Rainey will remain at SYRCL through July, which will permit ample time to interview and 

hire his replacement via a nationwide search.  “Between the Film Festival, our work to 

protect the Yuba’s endangered wild salmon and our success in protecting the South Yuba 

from new dams, SYRCL has built a national reputation as the largest and most effective 



community-based river conservation group in the country,” Soderstrom said.  “We’re 

confident we’ll have our pick of the best and brightest in the field of nonprofit leadership.” 

 

SYRCL (pronounced “circle”) is the leading voice for the protection and restoration of the 

Yuba River and the Greater Yuba Watershed. Founded in 1983 through a rural, grassroots 

campaign to defend the South Yuba River from proposed hydropower dams, SYRCL has 

developed into a vibrant community organization with over 3,500 members and volunteers 

based in Nevada City, CA. 


